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House Meets at 9:00 a.m. for Morning Hour and
10:00 a.m. for Legislative Business

Anticipated Floor Action:
H.Con.Res. 213�Encouraging Education Officials to Promote Financial

Literacy Training
H.Res. 59�Sense of the House that the U.S. Remains Committed to NATO

H.R. 3164�Drug Kingpins Bankruptcy Act
H.R. 2513�Terre Haute Federal Building Transfer Act

H.R. 3137�Authorizing Training for Individuals Nominated for Certain
Executive Positions

H.Res. 324�Supporting National Civility Week
H.R. 170�Honesty in Sweepstakes Act

S. 468�Federal Financial Assistance Management Improvement Act
H.Con.Res. 193�Expressing Congress� Support for Increasing Decennial

Census Participation
H.J.Res. 46�Conferring Honorary Veteran Status on Zachary Fisher

H.R. 1801�Antitrust Technical Corrections Act
H.R. 441�Nursing Relief for Disadvantaged Areas Act

H.Con.Res. 199�Sense of Congress Supporting Prayer at Public School
Sporting Events

H.Res.___�Sense of Congress that the President Should Recommend
Actions for Relieving Victims of Hurricane Floyd

Motion to Go to Conference on H.R. 2990 (Quality Care for the
Uninsured Act)

* * *
Bills Considered Under Suspension of the Rules

Floor Situation:  The House will consider the following 14 measures under suspension of the rules as its
first order of business today.  Each is debatable for 40 minutes, may not be amended, and requires a two-
thirds majority for passage.
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H.Con.Res. 213 encourages (1) the Education Secretary to use school improvement funding to promote
personal financial literacy programs, and (2) state and local educational agencies to incorporate personal
financial management curricula into their education programs.  The resolution was introduced by Mr.
Dreier and was not reported by a House committee.

H.Res. 59 expresses the sense of the House that (1) the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
should be commended for its pivotal role in preserving trans-Atlantic peace and stability; (2) the NATO
allies should articulate a concrete vision for the alliance in the 21st century at its summit in April 1999 in
Washington, D.C.; (3) the alliance should adopt a strategic concept clearly establishing that defending
shared interests and values are as important for peace and stability as maintaining a vigorous capability to
carry out collective defense; and (4) the alliance, while maintaining collective defense as its core function,
should identify crisis management operations outside the NATO treaty area.  The bill was introduced by
Mr. Bereuter et al. and was reported by the International Relations Committee by voice vote on March
17, 1999.

H.R. 3164�Drug Kingpins Bankruptcy Act empowers the president to block the U.S. assets of
international narcotics traffickers under the authority of the 1977 International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act.  The bill also directs the Secretary of State to deny visas to international drug traffickers as well as
to their spouses and children.  The �international narcotics trafficking� designation is based on a list to be
created by the Treasury Department, in consultation with the Attorney General, the State Department, and
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).  By June 1 annually, the bill requires the president to make a final
determination in designating individuals as an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, or economy of the United States.  Similar to H.R. 2105, the measure contains changes that
address administration concerns.  The bill was introduced by Mr. Goss and was not reported by a House
committee.

H.R. 2513�Terre Haute Federal Building Transfer Act transfers a federal building in Terre Haute,
Indiana to the General Services Administration (GSA) at no charge.  The bill gives the Postal Service the
option of remaining in the building rent-free for 20 years.  In addition, the measure authorizes $5 million for
the GSA to renovate the building and acquire parking spaces to accommodate use of the building by the
Postal Service and other tenants.  A CBO cost estimate was unavailable at press time.  The bill was
introduced by Mr. Pease and reported by the Subcommittee on Government Management, Information
and Technology by voice vote on September 22, 1999.

H.R. 3137�Authorizing Training for Individuals Nominated for Certain Executive Positions
amends the 1963 Presidential Transition Act to authorize the use of transition funds to provide a formal
orientation process for individuals the president-elect intends to nominate and appoint to key administra-
tion positions, including Cabinet positions.  Specifically, the bill authorizes the use of funds for briefings,
workshops, and other activities to acquaint key prospective presidential appointees with the types of
problems and challenges that are typically associated with new political appointees.  A CBO cost estimate
was unavailable at press time.  Mr. Horn introduced the measure and the Government Reform reported it
by voice vote on October 28, 1999.

H.Res. 324�Supporting National Civility Week expresses Congress�s support of National Civility
Week, Inc., a nonpartisan, nonprofit corporation devoted to restoring civility, honesty, integrity, and re-
spectful consideration in America.  The organization (1) has worked to establish Civility Weeks in a num-
ber of states to reaffirm society�s commitment to adhere to well-established rules of civil conduct; (2) plans
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to honor decent and honest people; and (3) draws attention to the standards that bind our nation together.
The resolution was introduced by Mr. Lantos et al. and was not considered by a House committee.

H.R. 170�Honesty in Sweepstakes Act establishes consumer protections to prevent a number of
types of deceptive mailings.  The bill imposes various requirements on sweepstakes mailings, skill contests,
facsimile checks, and mailings made to look like government documents.  The bill prohibits sweepstakes
mailings from stating that an entry must accompany an order or payment for a previous order, or declaring
that an individual is a winner unless the person has actually won a prize.  The measure prohibits any entity
that uses such mailings from continuing to send them to any person who has provided written requests to
cease receiving mailings.  Finally, the bill (1) establishes financial penalties for deceptive mailings; (2)
provides the Postal Service with additional authority to investigate and stop deceptive mailings; and (3)
allows states to impose stricter requirements on such mailings.  A CBO cost estimate was unavailable at
press time.  The bill was introduced by Mr. LoBiondo and Mr. Condit and was reported by the Govern-
ment Reform Committee by voice vote on October 28, 1999.

S. 468�Federal Financial Assistance Management Improvement Act requires federal agencies to
develop and implement a plan to streamline and simplify the application and reporting procedures for
federal financial assistance programs administered by the agency.  It requires each agency to publish the
plan in the Federal Register, receive public comment, and hold public forums on the plan.  It also requires
that the designated lead agency official consult with representatives of non-federal entities during planning,
development, and implementation.  The measure requires each federal agency to submit the simplification
plan to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and Congress and report annually on plan imple-
mentation and agency performance in meeting goals and objectives.  The OMB director will then coordi-
nate and assist federal agencies in establishing a common application and reporting system.

The bill exempts any federal agency or federal financial assistance program from the bill�s requirements if
the OMB director determines that the agency does not have a significant number of federal financial
assistance programs.  The director must make recommendations to Congress for changes in current law to
improve the effectiveness, performance, and coordination of federal financial assistance programs.   Fi-
nally, S. 468 directs the General Accounting Office to evaluate the effectiveness of the measure and submit
results to the lead agency, the director, and Congress (these evaluations will be performed with input from
state, local, and tribal governments and nonprofit organizations).

The Senate passed the bill by unanimous consent on July 15, 1999.  The House passed similar legislation
(H.R. 409) by a vote of 426-0 on February 24, 1999.  CBO estimates that enactment will increase
planning and reporting costs by between $5 million and $10 million over the FY 2000-2004 period.

H.Con.Res. 193�Expressing Congress� Support for Increasing Decennial Census Participation
expresses Congress�s support for activities to increase public participation in the decennial census.  The
resolution (1) encourages state and local governments, community leaders, and all other parties involved in
the census to continue to work to ensure a successful census; (2) reaffirms the spirit of cooperation be-
tween Congress and the Census Bureau; and (3) asserts a public partnership between Congress and the
Census Bureau to promote the census.  The resolution was introduced by Mr. Miller (FL) and Mrs.
Maloney and was not considered by a House committee.

H.J. Res. 46�Conferring Status as an Honorary Veteran on Zachary Fisher confers status as an
honorary veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces on Zachary Fisher and extends its gratitude to Fisher for his
lifetime of accomplishments and philanthropy on behalf of U.S. military.  In the 1970s, Fisher transformed
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the rotting U.S.S. Intrepid, an aircraft carrier used in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam into a naval
museum.  He set up a foundation to send $10,000 checks to families of the 241 people who died when a
Marine barracks was bombed in Beirut in 1983 and the families of the sailors killed in a gun turret explo-
sion on the U.S.S. Iowa in 1989.  He also established the Fisher Armed Forces Scholarship Fund to help
active and former military personnel and their families obtain educations and donated money to the U.S.
Naval Academy and began the Fisher House Program to build homes away from home for families of
hospitalized military personnel.  The resolution was introduced by Mrs. Maloney et al. and was not
considered by a House committee.

H.R. 1801�Antitrust Technical Corrections Act makes four technical corrections to current law.
Three of the changes repeal outdated provisions that (1) require antitrust case depositions to be conducted
in public; (2) prohibit individuals in violation of antitrust law from passing through the Panama Canal; and
(3) provide plaintiffs broader rights of jurisdiction and venue.  The final change clarifies that antitrust law
applies to the District of Columbia and U.S. territories.  The measure was introduced by Mr. Hyde et al.
and was reported by the Judiciary Committee by voice vote on October 13, 1999.

H.R. 441�Nursing Relief for Disadvantaged Areas Act, as modified by the Senate, amends the
1952 Immigration and Nationality Act to create an �H-1C� temporary visa program for registered nurses.
The new program will be similar to the expired H-1A program, which granted special temporary work
visas for foreign nurses to work in poor rural and urban areas.  Specifically, the measure authorizes the
Labor Secretary to grant 500 temporary non-immigrant visas each year to allow foreign nurses to work in
understaffed offices.  To assuage the concerns of those who contend that the program eliminates jobs for
American nurses, the bill requires hospitals to prove that they have exhausted all attempts to recruit and
retain domestic nurses before they may participate in the H-1C program.  The Senate added two provi-
sions to the bill, which (1) allow the Attorney General to waive, in the national interest, the requirement that
hospitals certify that no American is willing and able to fill the position, so that hospitals with a shortage of
health care professionals may hire alien physicians who have agreed to work in underserved areas; and (2)
clarify that American companies that are part of an international business may make intra-company trans-
fers by issuing temporary, nonimmigrant L visas.  The House passed H.R. 441 by voice vote on May 24,
1999.  The Senate amended the bill and passed it by unanimous consent on October 22, 1999.

H.Con.Res. 199 expresses the sense of Congress that (1) prayers and invocations at public school events
are constitutional under the First Amendment; and (2) the Supreme Court should uphold the constitution-
ality of such activities.  The resolution states that prayers at public school sporting events are entirely
consistent with American tradition.  It also notes that sporting events provide a significant and long-lasting
impact on the character of young people and that prayers and invocations have been demonstrated to
positively affect the fair play and sportsmanlike behavior of both players and spectators.  Finally, the
resolution states that lower court rulings on prayer at sporting events have placed school and community
leaders in the difficult position of choosing between conflicting values, rights, and laws.  The resolution was
introduced by Mr. Bonilla and was not reported by a House committee.

H.Res.___�Sense of Congress that the President Should Recommend Actions for Relieving
Victims of Hurricane Floyd expresses the sense of the House that the president should immediately
recommend to Congress actions, including appropriations offsets, to provide relief and assistance to vic-
tims of Hurricane Floyd.  Floyd hit the North Carolina coast as a category two hurricane on September
15, causing at least 50 deaths and billions of dollars in damage to agriculture, infrastructure, and more than
40,000 homes in North Carolina alone.  Six weeks after the disaster, the 11 states that have requested
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assistance continue to wait for federal aid.  The resolution was introduced by Mr. Taylor (NC) and was not
considered by a House committee.

Additional Information:  See Legislative Digest, Vol. XXVIII, #32, October 29, 1999.

* * *
Motion to Go to Conference on H.R. 2990 (Quality Care for the Uninsured
Act)

Floor Situation:  The House may consider a motion to go to conference on H.R. 2990 sometime today.
A motion to instruct may be made immediately after this request and before the chair appoints conferees.
Such a motion is debatable for one hour.

Summary:  The motion, if agreed to, will establish a House-Senate conference to resolve differences
between H.R. 2990 (which includes the text of H.R. 2723, the Bipartisan Managed Care Improvement
Act), which passed the House by a vote of 227-205 on October 6, 1999, and the Senate version (S.
1344), which passed by a vote of 53-47 on July 15, 1999.  Once agreed to, the motion permits the chair
to appoint conferees.

Views:  The Republican leadership supports the motion to go to conference and opposes any motion to
instruct conferees that weakens the position of House managers.

Additional Information:  See Legislative Digest, Vol. XXVIII, #28, Pt. II, October 4, 1999; and #28,
Pt. III, October 4, 1999.

* * *


